[Ablation of hard biological tissue with the excimer laser].
Cutting and drilling of bone- and meniscus tissue were performed using a XeCl-excimer laser combined with a tapered fiber. Ablation speed on meniscus tissue is already sufficient, the thermal damage of the adjacent tissue is minimal. Increasing of energy transmission through special fibers promises higher ablation rates also on hard biological tissue and that promoted the interest in lasers again for accident surgeons.